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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to ^RCE and Amdt filed 6/8/2007 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1. 2. 6-9. and 12 . 

3. S The drawings filed on March 10, 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: : 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or In the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings In the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be subnnitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art, Brodersen et al. (US 2002/0065764), based on the December 17, 
1999 filing date of parent application 09/466,262 (note the correct application number and filing 
date here of the parent application, as that information was incorrect on the face of the 
application as published, though it has since been corrected), discloses a network-based parts 
distribution system and method comprising: a plurality of buyer computers for operation by at 
least one of a plurality of system participants desiring to obtain one or more parts; a plurality of 
seller computers for operation by at least one of a plurality of system participants desiring to sell 
one or more parts; at least one server computer, wherein said buyer computers, said seller 
computers and said server computer are interconnected as a computer network, said server 
computer being programmed to receive part related data from said seller computers and use said 
data to maintain a database of all available parts and to receive part requests from said buyer 
computers, said server computer programmed to determine whether a part requested from a 
requesting computer of said buyer computers is available within said database, if said requested 
part is available, said server computer programmed to select one or more parts from said 
database in response to said part recjuest and send a message to said requesting buyer computer, 
wherein said parts in said database are sorted into a plurality of inventory categories, and 
wherein said parts in at least one of said inventory categories are further sorted into a plurality of 
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sub-inventory categories based upon part condition (see, for example, Figure 4A); optional price 
agreements between certain of said system participants; and, said server computer configured to 
relay a purchase order consistent with said price agreements. 

However, the Brodersen et al. reference fails to disclose, or fairly suggest, that if said 
requested part is unavailable, said server computer is programmed to end a selection process , nor 
does the Brodersen et al. reference disclose a master agreement (considered to comprise 
substantially more requirements, terms, and conditions than a mere pricing agreement) that each 
of said system participants is required to sign to initiate their participation in the system , said 
master agreement controlling participation in the system and regulating terms of transactions 
made within the system : and, said server computer configured to relay a purchase order 
consistent with said transaction aspects determined by said master agreement, wherein each of 
said system participants is able to buy and sell parts . 

2. Note that, though expressly included in the search for prior art, no foreign patents, nor 
any non-patent literature were identified that could reasonably be considered sufficiently 
relevant or pertinent so as to be characterized and addressed as "closest prior art." 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication, or earlier communications, should be 

directed to the examiner, Jerry O'Connor, whose telephone number is (571) 272-6787, and 

whose facsimile number is (571) 273-6787. 

Official replies to this Office action may now be submitted electronically by registered 

users of the EFS-Web system. Information on EFS-Web tools is available on the Internet at: 

http://wwwMspto.gov/ebc/portal/tools, htm. An EFS-Web Quick-Start Guide is available at: 
http://wwwMspto,gov/ebc/portal/efs/quick-start.pdf, 

Alternatively, official replies to this Office action may still be submitted by any one of fax, 

mail, or hand delivery. Faxed replies should be directed to the central fax at (571) 273-8300. 

Mailed replies should be addressed to "Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450." Hand delivered replies should be delivered to the "Customer Service Window, 
Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.". 



June 22, 2007 



GJOC 




Gerald J. O'Connor 
Primary Examiner 
Group Art Unit 3627 



